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Synopsis

Winner of the Jane Addams Peace Award. Tengo and Frikkie are childhood friends -- one is black,
one is white. Tengo, a "boy" on Oom Koos’s farm on the South African veld, and Frikkie, the
farmer's nephew, who one day will inherit the family’s land. Though they live in different and
conflicting worlds, their friendship is forged when they are too young to know that there are lines that

must not be crossed.
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Customer Reviews

Too understand this book all you have to do is take it to a higher level...Waiting for the Rain, i think,
is a metaphor that means...hope of change... because waiting is like hoping and the rain is a change
from hot sunny, dry days......"Waiting for the Rain" takes place on a South African veld and in the
town of Johannesburg. The book takes place in the early 1900’s. Three quarters of the book takes
place in Johannesburg, and one quarter on the Oom Koo’s farm. The farm has a field that is a
brownish yellow because of no rain. The days are usually hot with blue skies. There is a stream that
runs down the side of the farm with trees around it soaking up the streams’ fresh, cool water. There

are cows in the barn waiting to be milked at 4. There’s a large house for the white people and a



small hut for the black people. In Johannesburg, there are office buildings and malls. Not many
skyscrapers, but a lot of large houses with a pool. The schools are for white people only, and black
people only, no mixes.Tengo’s internal conflict was that he was, and wanted to be friends with
Frikkie. His external conflict was that he wanted freedom. He knows now what freedom is because
he has seen what he could have and people have helped him see that the white people get the
larger houses, more money, and better schools. When he is near the church he begins get involved.
He hurls a rock at the white soldiers. He does it again and again until someone shoots a comrade.
Then they think he shoot their comrade. So, Tengo decides to run, as he is running he can feel the
shoots hitting the ground by his feet. He runs faster until he reaches a car wreckage site. There he
rests in a small shack. If Tengo wants freedom, which means that he will have to fight Frikkie, his
friend.
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